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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BRIAN 
SCHATZ, a Senator from the State of 
Hawaii. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God of love and light, You never fail 

those who trust You. As people make 
contingency plans for a possible gov-
ernment shutdown, give us Your grace 
in our difficulties, enabling us to rest 
in the assurance of Your wisdom and 
love. 

Lord, when our Senators have done 
their part in all honesty and diligence, 
may they resolutely commit them-
selves to the unfolding of Your loving 
providence. Teach them to say even in 
dark seasons: Father, let Your will be 
done. Forgive us our penchant for divi-
sion, as You stir our hearts to look for 
common ground. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, September 26, 2013. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable BRIAN SCHATZ, a Sen-
ator from the State of Hawaii, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SCHATZ thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will resume 
consideration of the continuing resolu-
tion. At 10:30 this morning, after Sen-
ator MCCONNELL and I finish our re-
marks, the majority and the Repub-
licans will control alternating 1-hour 
blocks of time, with the majority con-
trolling the first hour. 

I filed cloture last evening on the 
continuing resolution. As a result, the 
filing deadline for all first-degree 
amendments to the resolution is 1 p.m. 
today. Absent consent, the cloture vote 
will occur 1 hour after the Senate con-
venes tomorrow, Friday. 

Mr. President, as I said yesterday—I 
tell everyone here again today—we 
know what the end is like. We can fin-
ish this sometime Saturday, but it 
would seem to me that we should do 
everything we can to get this back to 
the House as quickly as we can. So it 
would be my suggestion that—we have 
the ability to wrap this up today. I 
would suggest that would be the best 
thing to do, but it is up to my Repub-
lican colleagues as to whether they 
will let that happen. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, yesterday I 
warned of the economic consequences 

if a few extremist Republicans force a 
government shutdown. Already, the 
stock market has slipped, and that is 
an understatement. Five days in a 
row—the longest continuous period 
since 2012—the stock market has gone 
down, and they all say it is the result 
of the fear of the government shutting 
down. And why should the financial 
markets feel any differently? People 
are still speaking about closing the 
government. 

Now, the talk by a few Republicans 
over here has stopped the last 24 hours, 
but they over there are taking up 
where the long talk over here ended: 
Close the government. The tea party is 
still insisting on a shutdown. It is hard 
to comprehend, but it is true. 

The dark consequences do not end 
just by saying that. If the Federal Gov-
ernment closes its doors, seniors apply-
ing for Social Security will not be able 
to apply. Veterans applying for dis-
ability will not be able to apply. They 
would be forced to wait until the Fed-
eral workers return to their posts. The 
FBI, because of sequestration and 
other anomalies we have around here, 
is talking about furloughing their em-
ployees, closing their offices 1 day a 
week. Across the country, mortgage 
loans and small business loans would 
be delayed. Members of the military 
will be forced to defend this country 
without even a paycheck as thanks. 
Billions of dollars will drain from the 
economy every day the government is 
closed for business. 

This is not hyperbole, not conjecture. 
It is the truth. If you look back at his-
tory, it pretty well determines where 
you are on a given day, and if you look 
back to when Newt Gingrich and the 
Republicans controlled Congress—the 
House of Representatives—they shut 
down the government in 1995 because 
President Clinton would not meet their 
every demand, and it cost the country 
tens of billions of dollars. 

So yesterday I urged Republicans to 
consider the impact of a shutdown on 
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